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there shall be less confusion, less of cross 
purposes, less of selfish individualism, less 
of propagandizing for vested interests, and 
more true education for a socially co-opera- 
tive society, we fail to set our own house in 
order, and do as well even as far less pre- 
tentions groups in maintaining consistent 
support on the part of our members for the 
basic and fundamental program of public 
education. 
Let us forget for a moment these rela- 
tively inconsequential differences in interests 
that now serve as a basis of division and 
internal bickering between ourselves, and 
meet together in a concerted effort to see 
that America shall maintain a system of 
public education adequate to her present 
and future needs. Such a program tran- 
scends the petty issues that presently pro- 
duce disharmony and discord. 
Once we catch the large vision, we shall 
easily master the mechanical difficulties of 
effective organizations, and once again the 
teachers of America shall stand united in 
an effort to do their part to see that govern- 
ment of, by, and for the people does not 
perish while we quibble among ourselves for 
preferment in our profession.—Supt. John 
A. Sexson, President California Teachers 
Association. 
THE READING TABLE 
At War with Academic Traditions in America. 
By A. Lawrence Lowell. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Harvard University Press. 1934. 3S8 pp. $4.00. 
In this world of changing conceptions in 
policies and practices in education, perhaps 
no more significant volume has appeared 
than this by the eminent President-Emeritus 
of Harvard whose liberal and far-seeing at- 
titude in his own administration is so suc- 
cinctly and deftly set forth in its pages. The 
application, it is true, is directed to higher 
education and should prove invaluable to all 
college administrators because of the pro- 
gressive principles and philosophy which 
underlie the brilliant attainments of the 
author. But it has significance, too, for the 
lesser lights of the profession inasmuch as 
its breadth of vision incorporates all educa- 
tion. The book includes President Lowell's 
Inaugural Address and other important ad- 
dresses, as well as extracts from his annual 
reports; it therefore involves such problems 
as the choice of electives, a higher apprecia- 
tion of scholarship, the art of examination, 
etc.—important aspects of every college 
president's work. 
He cuts through the crust of narrowness, 
tradition, and prejudice into the warm heart 
of the system—the individual to be educat- 
ed—and directs his recommendations to- 
wards helping that one to live happily and 
adequately to the "fullest possible use of his 
natural faculties," within the complexities 
of the world into which he has been 
brought. "But it must not be forgotten that 
all liberty and every privilege imply respon- 
sibilities." 
"The great defect in American educa- 
tion," he says, "has been the lack of thor- 
oughness," and ascribes that lack to the 
briefness of time spent in the educative pro- 
cess, the insertion of less serious subjects 
in the place of more serious ones, and the 
lack of high standards in scholarship. He 
sees changes in trends in higher education 
more in the nature of emphases and atti- 
tudes on matters which are as old as educa- 
tion itself—these trends being "a less voca- 
tional objective, a greater correlation of 
knowledge, a recognition of the principle of 
self-education, and the stimulation of more 
vivid intellectual interests." 
Throughout this collection one sees edu- 
cation in its broadest scope, envisioning the 
highest good to mankind without the ham- 
pering bonds of tradition, and carrying con- 
stantly the keynote of finer scholarship. 
B. J. L. 
Democracy Faces the Future. By Samuel Ever- 
ett. New York: Columbia University Press. 
1935. 269 pp. $2.50. 
A member of the staff of Lincoln School, 
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experimental school in connection with Col- 
umbia University, views present-day Amer- 
ican life in its complexity, and reinterprets 
education in the light of his findings. The 
thesis is important for the reader, namely, 
that educational practice, to meet contem- 
porary needs, depends upon the "formula- 
tion and acceptance of some educational 
theory which rests upon a realistic study 
of society, and the acceptance of an ade- 
quate social theory." Among the most 
significant chapters are the following: "The 
Social Challenge to Education," "Art in a 
Machine Culture," "Democracy—Fact and 
Myth," "Freedom in an Industrial Society." 
In these chapters, and indeed throughout 
the whole book, the author has based his 
social philosophy on well-documented and 
statistically accurate facts. The carefully 
selected general bibliography as well as the 
chapter bibliographies represent fresh books 
and articles, most of them of very recent 
publication.- 
The lay reader and the teacher will both 
profit greatly by reading this book and get- 
ting another significant re-statement of the 
relation of school to society. The book will 
be a challenge to other virile writers on the 
various themes which make up its content. 
The call to leadership in practical adminis- 
trative and teaching situations should be so 
clear as to stimulate many to action. 
W. J. G. 
Evaluating The Public Schools. By the Joint 
Commission on the Emergency in Education. 
Washington, D. C.: National Education Asso- 
ciation. 48 pp. Paper cover. 
This booklet is a fine illustration of co- 
operative work, being financed by the nat- 
ional scholarship society, Phi Delta Kappa, 
and prepared for lay readers as well as the 
administrative educational leadership of 
America by the Joint Commission on the 
Emergency in Education. It is particularly 
adapted in its make-up as well as its con- 
tent to the use of conference and discussion 
groups, and is calculated to ■ set people 
thinking. 
In the main its problems center in the 
questions of expense for a really adequate 
system of schools for present-day Ameri- 
can' society, how the schools must needs be 
reformed to meet the social changes now 
so apparent, and to what point, secondary 
or collegiate, education at public expense 
should be carried. The study abounds with 
significant graphs and with valuable brief 
bibliographies. 
W. J. G. 
Sally and Billy in Winter and Sally and 
Billy in Spring. By Marjorie_ Hardy. Illus- 
trated by Matilda Breuer. Chicago; Wheeler 
Publishing Company. 48 pp. each. 1933. 
Two colorful primers containing interest- 
ing stories of children's everyday life, told 
in their own language by one of the most 
successful of primary teachers. 
Our Changing World: A Teaching Unit Li- 
brary. Edited by Rollo G. Reynolds. New 
York: Thomas Nelson and Sons. 1934. 72 
pp. each. 
The Thunder Bird: The Story of Fire. By 
Wainwright Evans. 
Paddles and Propellers; Transportation on 
the Hudson River. By Helen Irwin. 
Letters for the King: Part Two of a-Story 
of the Alphabet. By Michael Lipman. 
Our Electrical World. By Muriel Haynes. 
Wires Around the World. By Velma Stout. 
These five books represent something new 
and delightful in readers for the late pri- 
mary and the middle grades, in order to 
give the children participation in the teach- 
ing units centering around their interests; 
to help them secure educational outcomes 
which every child should possess; and to 
aid them in becoming the kind of people 
which a modern philosophy of education 
expects American schools to produce. They 
are but a part of a library designed to aid in 
giving accurate information in teaching such 
units as Transportation, Communication, 
etc _trujy a boon to those teachers who do 
not have easy access to large library facili- 
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ties. These materials serve an added means 
of securing improvement in reading by stim- 
ulating interest in the familiar things of 
life, through the skillful way in which they 
are presented at the level of the child. 
B. J. L. 
Growth and Development of the Young Child 
By Winifred Raud, Mary E. Sweeney and E. 
Lee Vincent. Second Edition, Revised and 
Reset. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Co. 429 
pp. 1934. $2.75. 
This revised edition contains new mater- 
ial relative to endocrine glands, growth in 
infancy and childhood, advances in the mat- 
ter of nutrition, and an entirely new chap- 
ter on biological development. It is valuable 
both for parents and teachers because it 
presents child development and care from 
the viewpoint of the mental life, the physical 
life, and that of family relationships. The 
teacher of child psychology will, likewise, 
find it very helpful. 
Literature and the Child. By Blanche E. 
Weekes. New York: Silver, Burdett & Co. 
1935. 465 pp. $2.16. 
Designed especially for the elementary 
classroom teacher, but valuable for the li- 
brarian and the parent, this guide book to 
children's reading will aid greatly in de- 
veloping literary appreciation. It offers 
sound judgments on qualities of literary 
significance, on method of presentation, on 
factors of selection, as well as useful back- 
ground material on the history of children's 
literature, on illustrations and illustrators, 
and on the best known children's poets. 
Teachers and Teaching. By F. W. Hart. New 
York: The Macmillan Co. 1934. $1.50. 
Teachers need no longer pray with Rob- 
ert Bums for the privilege of seeing them- 
selves as others see them. At least second- 
ary teachers need not. For Hart has here 
provided detailed opinions of teachers held 
by a large group of high school students. 
These students were asked to describe the 
best and poorest teachers, and his book is 
organized accordingly. It is surprising to 
note how fairness, kindness and such traits 
balance with knowledge and power to think 
in the students' evaluation of good teaching. 
K. M. A. 
1935 Essay Annual. Compiled by Erich A. 
Walter. Chicago: Scott, Foresman and Co. 
1935. 376 pp. $1.00. 
This annual collection of essays—per- 
sonal, critical, controversial, and humorous 
—will reassure those who in 1933 and 1934 
questioned the value of a yearly essay an- 
thology of the sort successfully prepared by 
O'Brien in the short story and Mantle in 
the drama. The third volume contains 
thirty-five essays in various fields, with the 
largest number of selections-—five each— 
from Harper's and the Saturday Review of 
Literature. All but three of the selections 
have appeared in American magazines dur- 
ing the past year. The volume contains a 
convenient bibliography of two hundred-odd 
outstanding essays published in American 
periodicals during the year ending March 
31, 1935. 
C. T. L. 
Photoplay Appreciation in American High 
Schools. By William Lewin. A Publication 
of the National Council of Teachers of English. 
New York: D. Appleton—Century Co. 1934. 
122 pp. $1.00. Boards. 
The photoplay as an art may lead to high 
culture, but as a commercial product it may 
be a menace to society, the author points 
out. 
Investigation with a large number of 
adolescents seems to prove that high school 
students, if left to their own devices, do not 
ordinarily see, in the course of a year, those 
pictures which, by every possible criterion 
of goodness, are the outstanding successes. 
Naturally, the producer thinks it folly to 
place before children the pictures they do 
not elect to see. "If teachers will make the 
discussion of pictures a part of school work, 
pupils generally will tend to see the better 
pictures." 
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It is all helpful, and, since it is interesting 
also, I heartily recommend this monograph 
to the English teacher who wants to make 
her work both dynamic and practical. 
T. C. C. 
An Introduction to the Study of Poetry. By 
Richard Ray Kirk and Roger Phillip McCutch- 
eon. New York: American Book Company. 
1934. 460 pp. $2.50. 
Throughout the introductory chapters, 
familiar poems are cited. The authors' 
theory is that by learning new things about 
old poems, the student is motivated to go 
on to new fields. Perhaps they feel, too, 
that a beginner can better appreciate those 
poems with which he is already acquainted, 
and can better set up standards for study- 
ing the newer material of the anthology 
given at the close of the introduction. 
The outstanding idea finally given to the 
student is that poetry is not an isolated field 
of literature that must be approached only 
after definite rules and definitions are learn- 
ed. Rather, the book points out that poetry 
is an expression of human emotions, made 
more effective by skillful use of words, 
sounds, and rhythms. This alone justifies 
the work. For when poetry is put on an 
understandable basis for high school and 
college students, another field of art is 
opened up. V. C. 
Highroad to English Literature. By Elizabeth 
Collette. Boston: Ginn and Company. 1935. 
571 pp. $1.60. 
This book is practical in its many aspects. 
It furnishes complete literary maps, sug- 
gests topics for individual reports, outlines 
literature by means of complete bibliog- 
raphies, and gives chronological tables 
which show the parallel development of the 
chief historical and literary events of each 
period. Miss Collette's experience as a 
teacher in a Pittsburgh high school helps 
her to meet the student's needs. 
An especially commendable feature is the 
use of authentic portraits of literary figures, 
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many by internationally famous artists. Miss 
Collette does not stop here. She has also 
used photographs of famous contemporary 
actors to illustrate her material. 
One might question the author's failure 
to use italics in designating book titles and 
other accepted means of denoting book 
chapters and the titles of poems. This may 
confuse the student. 
Although the author has pointed out the 
main characteristics of the periods, she has 
not always made them definite for high 
school students. Certain tendencies of the 
romantic and classical periods, for instance, 
are not outlined with sufficient clarity for 
the reader to catch the true significance of 
the periods. E. B. 
Form and Style : A Manual of Composition and 
Rhetoric. By David Lee Clark, John O. Beaty, 
John W. Bowyer, and Jacob L. Neu. New 
York: F. S. Crofts & Co. 1935. 445 pp. 
$1.75. 
This combined rhetoric and handbook is 
sufficiently conservative, comprehensive, and 
thought-provoking to please the teacher. 
The college freshman will probably like 
it because the instruction is positive, many 
of its illustrations are modern, and the use 
of historical and other background flatters 
his intelligence. 
"The Review of Grammar" is brief and 
simple. Some teachers may regret the ab- 
sence of poetry, and many will feel that the 
author of the chapter on "Diction" is rather 
hard on slang and colloquialisms—that he 
did not distinguish clearly between oral and 
written usage. However, the emphasis on 
derivations and other virtues make this one 
of the best sections of a practical book. 
T. C. C. 
Everybody's Shakespeare. Edited for Reading 
and Arranged for Staging by Roger Hill and 
Orson Welles. Woodstock, Illinois: The Todd 
Press. 1934. "Julius Caesar," "The Merchant 
of Venice," and "Twelfth Night." 60c each; 
three for $1.00. 
Perhaps the motive actuating these revis- 
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ions is found in the opening lines of Advice 
to Students: 
"On Studying Shakespeare's Plays 
Don't! 
Read them. Enjoy them. Act them." 
The page closes with a quotation from 
Shakespeare: 
"Fall to them as you find your custom serves you, 
No profit grows where is no pleasure ta'en." 
The pages are bordered with suggestions 
and sketches of settings and scenes. The 
modernized stage directions are explicit, and 
the flavor of Elizabethan diction may not 
be missed by young students. 
It is deplorable that Shakespeare has 
been so greatly neglected; perhaps this new 
style of presentation may create a new in- 
terest in the master of comedy and tragedy. 
If people read the plays for enjoyment 
rather than because they feel it the duty of 
a cultured person, then these editors have 
made a notable contribution to the appre- 
ciation of literature. E. P. 
Third Yearbook of School Law : 1935. Edited 
by M. M. Chambers. Published by M. M. 
Chambers, 722 Jackson Place, Washington, D. 
C. 119 pp. $1.00. Paper. 
A narrative topical summary of decisions 
of the higher courts in all states of the 
United States of America in cases involving 
school law, as reported during the preceding 
year. 
What Counted Most. By J. W. Crabtree. Lin- 
coln, Nebraska: The University Publishing 
Company. 1935. 174 pp. $2.00. 
How a poor farm boy, by determination, 
self-reliance, honesty, frankness, trust- 
worthiness, and the will to win through, 
became successively teacher, principal, col- 
lege president, superintendent, and secretary 
of the NEA, advancing its membership 
from 6,000 to a high peak of 220,000. 
Redirecting Education. By Rexford G. Tugwell 
and Leon H. Keyserling, N. Y.: Columbia 
University Press. 1934. 258 pp. $3.00. 
The first of a two-volume series on 
changing objectives in education is concern- 
ed with the United States; the second will 
consider Europe and Canada. This book 
has grpwn out of the study by a number of 
teachers in Columbia University of the de- 
velopment of social objectives in American 
education as influenced by the rapidly de- 
veloping industrialism of our civilization. It 
takes up in order social objectives in educa- 
tion, social objectives in the American col- 
lege, economics in the college, history in the 
college, and, last, political science in the 
college. 
The book was organized before Profes- 
sor Tugwell had any direct connection with 
national affairs, and is therefore not in- 
fluenced by his work as advisor to the pres- 
ent administration. 
Contrasting objectives of our early his- 
tory with those of recent history, the au- 
thors show how a gap developed between 
education and experience. Reconstruction 
in our schools is needed, they say, to close 
this gap. The growing conflict between in- 
dividualism and technology, they show, is 
having its effect on society. If education 
is to help the student adapt himself to so- 
ciety and use his full powers as a citizen, 
the curriculum of social sciences must be 
extended. An analysis of governmental in- 
stitutions gives particular attention to the 
expanding role of the government and the 
problem of patronage. 
C. P. S. 
Los Otros Americanos. By Nina Lee Wiesinger 
and Marjorie C. Johnston. Garden City, 
N. Y.; Doubleday, Doran & Company. 1934. 
247 pp. 
A Spanish reader based on Latin Amer- 
ica : items of history and geography, stories 
and legends, a few names of literary men, 
bits of poems, songs, and dances, and sug- 
gestions that reveal the artistic talent of the 
Latin American peoples. 
The vocabulary is largely limited to the 
2,500 words of highest merit in the Buch- 
anan list. A comprehensive list of supple- 
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mentary reading references and suggestions 
for club programs is found in the appendix. 
J. A. Sawhill. 
Female Form. By Ben Pinchot. Illustrated by 
George B. Bridgman. Pelham, New York: 
Bridgman Publishers. 1935. 31 pp. $2.50. 
No reading matter except a short intro- 
duction. It consists of thirty-two exquisite 
sepia photographs of the human body in 
most artistic poses. Accompanying each 
photo are good, simple, pencil, line sketches 
by Mr. G. B. Bridgman, suggestive of the 
main lines and action of the body seen in the 
photograph. In the sketches are also to be 
seen a close study of muscles, heads, hands, 
legs, and feet. This book shows how the 
amateur artist, who cannot afford the ex- 
pense of a model, can gain much knowledge 
by quick sketching from fine photographs 
of the nude body in various positions. It 
is a most artistic book. 
A. M. A. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
A refreshing woodland scene with fairies 
and forest folk provided the setting for the 
May Court, with Kathleen Carpenter, Nor- 
folk, reigning as Queen of the Fairies in 
the May Day festival here May 4. Written 
by Julia Courter and Kathleen Carpenter, 
the pageant was based on Sir James Bar- 
rie's Peter Pan. The role of Peter Pan 
was taken by Anne Wood, of Richmond. 
Members of the court were Nancy Turner, 
Norfolk, maid of honor; Frances Wells, 
Suffolk; Mary Page Barnes, Amelia; Hattie 
and Julia Courter, Amelia; Catherine Mat- 
thews, Cambridge, Md.; Melva Burnette, 
Leesville; Alyce Geiger, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; Mary Blankinship, Clifton Forge; 
Elizabeth Gilley, Axton; Gene Averett, 
Lynchburg; Agnes Mason and Mary Ver- 
non Montgomery, Baskerville. 
The Glee Club under the direction of 
Miss Edna Shaeffer attended the Apple 
Blossom Festival in Winchester May 2-3, 
acting as a chorus for the Queen's court. 
Nancy Turner served as one of the thirty- 
three princesses. 
The Stratford Dramatic Club presented 
"The Young Idea," a sparkling three-act 
comedy by Noel Coward, as its spring pro- 
duction. Ably directed and coached by 
Miss Ruth Hudson, the players gave an ex- 
cellent piece of entertainment. 
The junior honor society for underclass- 
men, recently organized under the leadership 
of Kappa Delta Pi, has become a recognized 
organization with the name of Sigma Phi 
Lambda. The president of the Society is 
Mary Ella Carr, Fairfax, with Isabel Rob- 
erts, East Falls Church, vice-president; 
Helen Shular, East Stone Gap, secretary; 
Mildred Miller,, Harrisonburg, treasurer; 
Lena Mundy, Harrisonburg, historian. 
Ann Kellam, Weirwood, vice-president of 
the Athletic Association, has been chosen 
by members of the varsity basketball team 
to succeed Emily Pittman as captain of the 
team for the 1935 season. 
A delegation of six faculty members and 
thirteen students attended the annual meet- 
ing of the Virginia Academy of Science 
which met at the University of Richmond, 
May 3-4. Dr. Gifford officiated as chair- 
man of the educational division, and Pro- 
fessor Chappelear as secretary of the biol- 
ogy division. 
Twelve newly-elected members of Kappa 
Delta Pi are Geraldine Fray, Advance Mills; 
Jessie Phillips, Kents Store; Martha Saun- 
ders, Richmond; Eleanor Bobbitt, Reisters- 
town, Md.; Goldie Cohen, Scottsville; Jane 
Epps, Halifax; Daisy Mae Gifford, Har- 
risonburg; Flora Heins, Ballston; Ruth 
Manning, Assawoman; Lois Meeks, Balti- 
more, Md.; Elizabeth Schumacher, Harris- 
burg, Pa.; Rosamond Wiley, Independence. 
Inez Graybeal, of Christiansburg, so- 
prano, assisted by Josephine Miller, Wood- 
stock, violinist,, presented her senior recital 
in Wilson auditorium May 1. 
"Marching Along Together" was the 
